
Formed By His Word                                                                               Galatians 5:16-25
Part I-Slow down, ask the Holy Spirit to lead you as you read through Galatians 5:16-25 one time. Read slowly, soaking in the Word of God, every word has meaning and God’s words are powerful and active.
Part II-Read through the passage again while answering the questions. The questions are designed to focus in on what the Holy Spirit is saying  about the two great themes of scripture: revelation of God and  our response to that revelation. The basic questions of every passage are who is God and how should we respond to him 
1. Revelation of God: God is the main character of the Bible. Who God is, what He does, or how He feels is the most important theme of scripture. What the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are and do is the basis of our worship and our hope. 

2. The Biblical Response: all of creation is designed to respond to the beauty of the creator. In the Bible all of creation; people, nations, animals, and nature are our teachers to learn from their positive or negative example of how to respond to God.
1. In order to understand Paul’s use of the phrase “walk by the spirit” in verse 16 we must remember the context.  These Christians have been told they are “free” and not obligated to the law anymore. However that does not mean they are free to indulge their flesh by doing whatever they want. According to verse 16 what is the new standard that keeps them away from a life of self-gratifying flesh?
2. According to verse 15 what do you think might have been happening with their freedom?

3. According to verse 17 there are these desires of the flesh and the desires of the spirit. What do you think it means that our flesh and spirit have desires? Have you been able to identify fleshly desires and Spirit desire in your heart?

4. Why do you think that if you are lead by the spirit that you are not under the law, v18?

5. So the flesh has these desires that are opposed to the spirit and are expressed in behavior. These desires of the flesh lead us to strategies designed to satisfy these desires. Make a list of the works of the flesh that are listed and categorize them into 2-4 groups.

6. Think about the phrase “fruit of the Spirit.” What does that phrase mean?

7. Just like there are desires of the flesh there are also desires of the spirit that are also expressed in behavior. Which of these have you seen on display in your life?

8. Paul returns to a familiar theme of our identification with the cross of Jesus. How does he describe those who belong to Christ?

9. What do you think Paul means by “live by the spirit” and “keep in step with the spirit” in verse 25? It might help to look at verse 26 where he describes the opposite.

10. What do you think it would look like in your day-to-day activities to “keep in step with the spirit?”

Part III-Read through the passage and your notes a 3rd time. Listen for what the Holy Spirit wants to emphasize. Ask God about your personal response to him from this passage. The Spirit of God is active and alive so what is he drawing your attention to, what treasure is unfolding before you or conviction he is bringing, so the question that remains is how will you respond. 
